4                   EGYPT IN  1914

There was excuse both for the official and com-
mercial classes. The War had caught Egypt unpre-
pared with any policy or plan of action. Absorbed in
their own occupations, few civil servants, and fewer
men of business, had found time to reflect seriously
upon Imperial matters. Of those, who from inherited
habit or from personal inclination had done so, some
consistently maintained that Germany was shaping her
foreign policy to secure the ultimate destruction of
England, while others, a more numerous party, scorn-
fully rejected the possibility of European war in the
twentieth century. They were persuaded that financial
interests in London and Berlin held monarchs and
ministers in a grip from which no escape was possible.
This comforting doctrine admirably suited English
taste in Egypt, as elsewhere in the Empire, irritated
by the dark pessimism of men like Earl Roberts, who
strove to remind his countrymen of their defenceless
state. Yet in Egypt at least there was some ground
for belief that German pretensions were exaggerated
by alarmists. Had Germany been preparing plans to
attack Great Britain, surely she would have scattered
with generous hand the seed of discontent in the
dependencies of her enemy, Egypt was an ideal area
for such sowing. But there was little trace of propa-
ganda by Germany either above or below the surface
in that country, and no premonition of the coming
storm marred the tranquil progress of life in Cairo and
in Alexandria.